
August 23, 2013 
 

Attachment B:  Ecology Required Changes: Gig Harbor Shoreline Master Program, Resolution No. 921, adopted December 17, 2012. The 
following changes are required to comply with the SMA (RCW 90.58) and the SMP Guidelines (WAC 173-26, Part III): 
 
 

ITEM SMP Submittal Provision 
(Cite) 

TOPIC BILL FORMAT CHANGES (underline = additions; strikethrough = deletions) RATIONALE 

  
1 

Section 1.7, page 1-6  Shoreline 
jurisdiction 

The approximate shoreline jurisdiction….This includes the following shoreline areas: 
• Gig Harbor Bay and the Gig Harbor Spit 
• Portions of Colvos Passage, and the Tacoma Narrows and Henderson Bay 
• The portion upstream to the marine ordinary high water mark…. 

The change is needed to ensure consistency 
with Figure 5-1, Shoreline Map (Map 1) and 
to recognize the small segment of Henderson 
Bay shoreline annexed into the city in 2009. 

  
2 

Chapter 2, page 2-10 Definition of 
“Development” 

“Development” means a use is an activity consisting of the construction or exterior 
alteration…..or any project of a permanent or temporary nature which may interferes with 
the normal public use of the surface of the waters…. 

Changes are necessary for consistency with 
the statutory definition in RCW 
90.58.030(3)(a). 

  
3 

Chapter 2 Residential 
Development 

Add the following definition:  “Residential uses and development” means single-family 
residences, multifamily development and the creation of new residential lots through land 
division. 

Definition is needed for consistency with 
WAC 173-26-241(3)(j) 

  
 

4 

Section 5.2.6.C Historic Working 
Waterfront Environment, page 
5-24 

Shorelines 
designated 

Gig Harbor Bay beginning at the northernmost property lines of Parcel 
0221053054, extending south to the southernmost property line of Parcel 
5970000243 0221053243. 

Consistency with WAC 173-26-211(2)(b) and 
Figure 5-8 which shows the mapped extent 
of the Historic Working Waterfront 
Environment.   

  
 

5 

8.1.2 Administrator 
Page 8-1 

Administrative 
interpretations 

3) Making administrative decisions and interpretations of the policies and regulations of this 
Program and the Shoreline Management Act (SMA or the Act); the Administrator shall consult 
with the Department of Ecology when issuing any formal written interpretations to insure 
consistency with the purpose and intent of chapter 90.58 RCW and the applicable guidelines. 

Changes are required for consistency with 
WAC 173-26-140 
 

  
6 

8.1.4 Planning commission 
Page 8-3 

Mechanism for 
tracking and 
evaluating the 
cumulative effects 
of all project 
review actions in 
shoreline areas 

2) Reviewing this Program not less than once every eight years, beginning on or before June 
30, 2019 and every eight years thereafter, to evaluate the cumulative effects of all authorized 
development on shoreline conditions.  The City’s Interlocking Software Permit System shall be 
used as a mechanism to document all approved shoreline permits and shoreline permit 
exemptions, whether a written exemption is required or not, to monitor compliance with all 
conditions of approval imposed upon the permits and evaluate the cumulative effects of all 
authorized development on shoreline conditions. This process should involve coordination 
with State resource agencies, affected tribes, and other interested parties. 

Language is added to ensure consistency 
with RCW 90.58.080(4)(b). 
 
The City is limiting written exemptions to 
those that also require federal permits (WAC 
173-27-050). The added language is needed 
to ensure the City is tracking all shoreline 
development, including those such as 
construction of a single family residence that 
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will not require a written shoreline 
exemption. 

  
7 

8.10 Master Program – Review, 
Amendments and Adoption, 
page 8-28 

 This Master Program shall be periodically reviewed  consistent with RCW 90.58.080(4) and 
adjustments shall be made as are necessary to reflect changing local circumstances, new 
information or improved data, and changes in State Statutes and regulations. This review 
process shall be consistent… 

Reference is added to the statutory timelines 
for  periodic review of the SMP 

  
 

8 

8.11.3 Nonconforming Use and 
Structure Review, page 8-30 

 Add (new) 2) Any change to a nonconforming use or structure shall comply with the 
substantive and procedural requirements of the master program. 

23) 

34) 

Language added to clarify the appropriate 
shoreline process must be followed 
consistent with the procedural requirements 
of RCW 90.58 and WAC 173-27.   

 
 
 


