From the Washington State Farm Bureau
October 18, 2005

CRI “alternative” Proposed by Agriculture

If the CRI is to go forward with a "No Net Loss Plus” policy, there must be specific
statutory authority granted by the legislature first.

“No Net Loss (Plus)” is not an acceptable policy.

The state should focus on “regional initiatives” in a voluntary process that develops
unique solutions for each region, employing concepts such as those listed for the
two example regions.

1.

a.

Mainstem Columbia Water Rights

Conservation Measures (CSRIA BMP’s or Irrigation Conservation Practices)
should only required for those who choose to upgrade interruptible rights to
uninterruptible status or for new water rights obtained through this process.

. If "mitigation” or “hydropower offset” fees (related to hydropower impacts) are

chosen as part of a regional solution, they should be based on a measurable
item not an arbitrary standard and apply only to those who obtain new benefits.

Conservation measures should be funded with a mix of private and public
resources; mitigation fees could provide a match for State and Federal
conservation programs.

. Odessa Sub-area (Water Management)

. Partner with the Bureau of Reclamation and Columbia Basin Project Irrigation

Districts to implement steps necessary to exchange Federal Project water for
deep-well water on existing irrigated acreage to reverse the depletion of the
aquifer.

. Fund and conduct studies with the Bureau of Reclamation necessary to access

the federally held CBP water right.

Suspend relinquishment for deep-well irrigators who choose not use all or a
portion of their water (interim measure).

. Actively seek and fund additional solutions to assist deep well irrigators in order

to extend the productive life of the aquifer until surface water can be provided.

Mitigation fees, if applicable to regional initiatives, will not be utilized to take
agricultural land out of production.
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